
 

Spiritual Growth is the process by which we, through remaining focused 
on Jesus, are transformed into the kind of people who are growing in maturity 
and reflecting His image to the world around us.  
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                    for a Ministry in which Spiritual Growth is foundational and central 
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But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror 
the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the 
same image from glory to glory . . . 2 Cor 3:18 (NASB) 
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if there is knowledge, it will be done away. 9For we 
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fect comes, the partial will be done away.  11When I was 
a child, I used to speak like a child, think like a child, 
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with childish things. 12For now we see in a mirror dim-
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will know fully just as I also have been fully known.  
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greatest of these is love.  1 Cor 13:8-13 (NASB) 
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     Jesus: “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life”  

      Way = the process/method 

       Truth = the content of what is communicated 

         Life = the pattern of living that emerges as a result 

(All of this is said in the context of a request to “see the Father,” reminding us that revealing 
what God is like was the mission of Jesus, and reflecting that same thing to others is ours). 
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We are to be  

the people of God  

before we do  

the work of God 

—Chuck Miller 
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Jesus said, “Come, follow, Me, and I will make you . . .” 

   Come - Invitational and Responsive 

    Follow - Intentional and Focused 

       Me - Jesus Centered 
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We are invited into a relationship of intentionality in which we take our cues 
from a person, not a program or task.  What Jesus makes us is not the central 
focus, but the guaranteed result. 
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The gifts of the Spirit (the unique things we do and contribute) cannot be 
safely or healthily exercised without first making the fruit of the Spirit (the 
kind of people we are) primary - both in theory and in actual practice.   

(Read John 15 and 1 Corinthians 12- 14 together for a graphic example). 
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• We decide to do it.  We become intentional about making the principles 
of spiritual formation primary to what we are doing. 

• We discover where our current priorities actually are by considering: 

 - How we are actually investing our time and energy 

 - The questions we ask when evaluating what we are doing,  

    both formally and informally 

 - How we respond when people ask us about our ministry and/or  

    our church. 

• We allow God to tamper with us and our ministry.  In the context of an 
organic Spiritual Growth process, focused on graceful relationships with 
Jesus and those around us (not a corporate management by objectives 
model), we prayerfully make adjustments to those areas where the Spirit 
shows us that our practice is not in harmony with our chosen priorities. 
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